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With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kansas. 
NOMINATION OF TOBY CROUSE 

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I rise 
this evening in support of the nomina-
tion of Toby Crouse to serve as a U.S. 
district judge for the District of Kan-
sas. I am joined on the floor this 
evening by the senior Senator from 
Kansas, Senator ROBERTS, and we take 
our responsibility seriously in vetting 
judicial nominees, particularly true 
when the seat that is under consider-
ation—when the seat that is vacant—is 
from our home State of Kansas. We 
need good, solid judges who interpret 
the Constitution in ways that enforce 
the law and provide justice and equity. 

I can tell my colleagues that Toby 
Crouse is highly qualified, both profes-
sionally and personally, to fill this 
seat. 

Toby has had a distinguished career 
since earning a law degree from the 
University of Kansas. He completed 
two Federal clerkships, including one 
that was with the Tenth Circuit. He 
then became a partner at Kansas’s 
largest law firm, Foulston Siefkin, be-
fore he was appointed as the State’s so-
licitor general in 2013, a position he 
currently holds while maintaining a 
solo law practice. 

Throughout his career, Toby has 
come to possess extensive trial and ap-
pellate experience in both State and 
Federal courts. As the solicitor gen-
eral, he has argued before the Supreme 
Court three times. 

I have had the opportunity to have 
numerous conversations with Toby, 
with his law professors, with his col-
leagues, and members of the bar in 
Kansas, and he comes highly rec-
ommended. The bar in Kansas, as well 
as the bench, is anxious for this posi-
tion to be filled so that justice will not 
be delayed. And the American Bar As-
sociation rates Toby as ‘‘well quali-
fied.’’ 

I want to thank Chairman GRAHAM 
and the Judiciary Committee for ap-
proving this nomination and Leader 
MCCONNELL for bringing this nomina-
tion to the floor for our consideration 
this evening. I am confident that Mr. 
Crouse will serve on the Federal bench 
with distinction, and I encourage my 
colleagues to vote for his final con-
firmation. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 
HEALTHCARE 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
come to the floor today to talk about 
the work of my good friend and col-
league, the junior Senator from Geor-
gia, Senator KELLY LOEFFLER. Repub-
licans, including the Senator from 
Georgia, continue to put forward solu-
tions to address one of our country’s 
most pressing problems, and that, of 
course, is healthcare. As a doctor, I 
recognize that healthcare remains a 
top priority for families all across this 
great country. 

Senator LOEFFLER also knows how 
important healthcare is to families, 
not just across her State of Georgia 
but to families all around America. She 
has a proposal. It is called Modernizing 
Americans’ Health Care. It is a plan, 
and this plan is another example of the 
important contribution that she is 
making here in the Senate to the well- 
being of the entire Nation. 

Her plan emphasizes that Americans 
with preexisting conditions must be 
protected. My colleague is absolutely 
right: Everyone knows someone with a 
preexisting condition. My own wife 
Bobbi is a breast cancer survivor. She 
has had three operations. She has had 
chemotherapy twice, and she has now 
survived that cancer by over 15 years. 
That is a preexisting condition. 

Let there be no doubt: Republicans 
will always make sure that patients 
are able to get insurance regardless of 
their medical condition. 

Senator LOEFFLER’s plan also recog-
nizes the need for more insurance 
choices. Americans need the coverage 
that works for them and their families. 
It should be available, affordable, and 
appropriate for them—what they need, 
not what the government says they 
have to have. Families need more op-
tions. 

Association health plans let small 
businesses and community organiza-
tions come together with the buying 
power of large corporations. This helps 
lower the cost of care. Main Street, I 
believe, deserves the same opportunity 
to buy insurance as Wall Street, and 
that is what Senator LOEFFLER is pro-
posing. 

Her plan also lets consumers save 
more of their own money to pay for 
healthcare. Right now, as a result of 
the Obama healthcare law, Americans 
can only use a health savings account 
when it is tied to a high deductible 
healthcare plan. My colleague from 
Georgia wants to expand these ac-
counts for anyone with health insur-
ance coverage regardless of their type 
of insurance plan. 

Everyone knows over the last year— 
since the Obama healthcare law was 
passed—that deductibles have contin-
ued to keep climbing. We need to give 
families relief by letting them save 
more of their own money tax-free 
through a health savings account. That 
way, families could use their money to 
pay for deductibles and other kinds of 
healthcare expenses that right now 
they are not allowed to do. 

As a doctor, one thing in particular 
that I strongly support, of course, is di-
rect primary care. We have it running 
successfully in my home State of Wyo-
ming. That is when someone pays your 
healthcare provider a flat monthly fee 
instead of a fee every time you visit 
the doctor or the nurse or the nurse 
practitioner. 

Consumers like this arrangement. 
They like it because it takes the uncer-
tainty out of a doctor’s visit. They al-
ways know what they are going to pay 
month to month to month. Providers 

like it because they get to focus on pa-
tients over all of the paperwork that is 
so often required by insurance compa-
nies. 

I talk to doctors who are tired of 
practicing medicine and want to retire: 
What is it you don’t like? They love 
taking care of patients, but they hate 
the paperwork that comes with it, so 
often related to the law, the mandates, 
and the things that happen with trying 
to comply with the insurance paper-
work. 

A lot more can be done, and we know 
this as a result of coronavirus in terms 
of providing healthcare using telemedi-
cine. Especially, Madam President, in 
your home State and mine, where there 
are great distances and lots of rural 
communities, it is a great opportunity 
for people to receive healthcare from a 
distance, using the newest technology 
of the day. 

I think we have seen much more 
about telemedicine due to the COVID– 
19 pandemic. Patients have tried it. 
They like it. The providers I have 
talked to around the State of Wyoming 
like it a lot. 

There have been issues in the past, 
though—the issues of how to reimburse 
and how many visits and the distance. 
And did they need to come into the of-
fice? Would it be covered by insurance? 
Would it be covered by Medicare? 
Would it be covered by Medicaid? All of 
these are issues—hassles—for the pa-
tient and the provider, but, to me, tele-
medicine is now here to stay. 

These direct primary care practices 
truly have been on the leading edge of 
telemedicine because they didn’t have 
to worry about insurance company re-
imbursements based on the number of 
face-to-face visits. They could just 
visit and talk to the patient using tele-
medicine. 

Speaking of COVID–19, this plan also 
ensures that we continue fighting back 
against this virus. There is tremendous 
news today about the vaccines—two 
vaccines, one that is 90 percent effec-
tive and one that is 94 percent effec-
tive. 

As a doctor, I will tell you, these are 
breakthroughs. These are modern-day 
miracles of medicine. If you think 
about it, not that long ago Dr. Fauci 
said that if we could get a vaccine that 
was 50 percent effective, that would be 
tremendous. But we are talking much, 
much higher rates of effectiveness than 
that. 

My colleague in her proposal also 
calls for focus on something we can all 
support, and that is making drugs and 
personal protective equipment here in 
the United States—producing here at 
home in America. We need to bring the 
manufacturing of these critical sup-
plies back to our own communities, 
certainly back to our country. Never 
again—never again—should our pa-
tients and healthcare workers be held 
hostage by China or any other nation. 

Senator LOEFFLER knows that Amer-
icans should not be the sole payers for 
the innovation that supports the rest 
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